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Amendments io the Claims: 

'!'his listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Usgtina of Oj^ims; 

5 \ , {(Currently Amended) A dcpihomctcr for measuring a length of an elongate line, 

said dcpthometer comprising: 

a mair^ body component; 

a main wheel connected to said main body coinponcnt; 
a registering mechanism in communication with said main wheel; 
10 a lower body component; and 

a handle tor displacinu said main body com ponent from said lowe r bodv 
coniponcou av.vprisirig an inner handle connected losii id main body componeni and an outer 
handle connected to said lower body, com and 

means for automatically moving said main body component towards said 
1 5 lower body component to engage a line. 

2. (Original) 'I'hc depthomctcr of claim I wherein said mciins for aulomalically 
moving said main body component towards said lower body component to engage a line 
comprises at lc:Lst one device selected from the group consisting of springs* hydraulic devices, 

20 and air-driven devices. 

3. (Original) 'fhe dcpthometer of claim I further comprising a line guide connected 
to said lower body component. 

25 4. (Original) The dcpthometer of claim 3 wherein said line guide comprises a wheel. 
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Response toOnicc Acttoii I>;ucU Ol-<»5-i>r: 



5. (Cancelled) The d e pthom e t e r oFclaifiv-^»..» .^t ..^^.y , .^ ... ^ . 
displttcinj* said mail) IXKly comjK>tieiH Trom sa»<l lower biKly ixvinpiMitiiK. 



0. (Cancelled) ^%e-<}epfhoi«e(«r i>l' claim 5 wlieieiiv^td -han d l e coiT)p riM?s: 
an inner hiindle; ai)d 



7. (Cancelled) -The depthometer of claHn ^- whcroin sa i d inner handle is conn e ct ed4e 
saki matf% body <x>n>p<>i>ent. 

10 

8. (Cancelled) Tlie depihoineief-of ^ste im 6 wherein s aid outer handle ia conn ecli^dHo 
s«id lower Ixxly wmpoiHfnt 



(Currently Amended) A method ot'incasurini; a length ofan clontjalc line, the 
1 5 method comprising the steps of: 

providing a dcpihomctcr having a registering mechanism; 
displacing, a Inst body component trom a second body component by 
squeezing a first handle toward a second handle : 

positioning a line adjacent a wheel; and 
20 automatically moving the first body component towards the second bt)dy 

component to engage the line. 



10. (Cancelled) Fho m et hod of ctoim 9 wh e rein th e st ep-oMi^pktcffli^^ fifitt Ixxly 
c^)ni|>onent from a second body ooinpof>ent comprises pulling a first iKxty com|x>neni away from 
25 a^seoondbody component. 
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1 1 . (Cancelled) The m e tho d of-et aim 9 wherein t he iS tcp of diapla ewg a rt fst body 
ci>mponciU lVi>m ii-secofKi boiSy <x>mpt>iiem <x>mprisei4 st]uee/ji>j; a firs! l^ndle towards a seooinl 

5 1 2. (Original) The method oFclsiim 0 wherein the step of displaeing a ftrst body 

component from a second body component comprises compressing a spring. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of positioning a line adjacent a 
wheel comprises positioning a line between a wheel mounted upon the llrsi body component and 

10 a line guide mounted u|x>n the second body component. 

14. (Origiiuil) The mcih<xi iifclaim O wherein the step of automatically moving thu 
first body component towards the second body component to engage the line comprises forcing 
the first body component towards the second body coniponcnt with a spring-like Ibrcc to engage 

1 5 the line, 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the step of forcing the first body 
component towards the second body component with a spring-like force to engage the line 
comprises allowing a Ci>mpresscd spring io expand. 

20 

16. (<;urrenlly Amended) A depthometer for measuring a length ol'an elongate line, 
said depthometer c«>mprising; 

a wheel for contacting an elongate line; 

means for creating a spring-like force against the line to maintain frictional 
25 contact between the line and said wheel; and 

means for registering a length. 
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an I nner handle : and 

2in oulciiluindlc. jwiid inncLandAHilcr handl<j^.it>nc.ntcd iipon .lhc 
dcpthornctpr to create a force tn^PpRcisiti^'i^ said ypring-Hke force Nybcn_one of said ha^ndjes ij; 
displace d U)ward th e other. 

5 

1 7. (Originul) The depthomctcr ofclaim 16 wherein said means for creating a spring- 
like force comprises a spring. 

1 K. (Original) *l"he dcpthomeler ofclaim 10 llinhcr comprising means for mouniing 
10 said wheel. 

10, (Oritiinal) 1*hc dcpthomcicr of claim 18 wherein said means for mounting; siud 
wheel comprises a main body component, 

1 5 20. (Original) 'I^he depthomctcr of clai m 1 9 ftirther comprising a line guide. 

2 1 . (Original) The deplhomcter of claim 20 furihcr comprising a lower body 
component, said line guide mounted upon said lower b<idy component. 

20 22. (Original) fhe depthomctcr ofclaim 21 wherein said means for creating a spring- 

like force is positioned on the depthomctcr to move said main body component lowaids said 
lower body component. 

2.^. ((Cancelled) The deplhomeler ofclaim 2 1 lurilHM- comprisinj^ meitns for grasping 
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24. (Cancelled) The depthom e t er-^f-claiffl- 23 wherein aaid mcan$ fo r graf^pfflg4he 
(iepllH>niete!' iH)ni|>rise» al least i«>e Uamlle. 

25. (Cancelled) '«iedetM4H>H>e(er i>r claim 24 wherein saki al leittii-Ofte-^iiHHlle 
5 comprkies: 

an outer handle; an d 
an inner handle. 

26. (<:urrcntly Amended) ihe dcplhmnetcr of claim Ji^25 wherein siiid outer handle 
1 0 slidably engages jw^id main body component . 

27. (Ciirrenlly Amended) The depthometer ofclaim 21 2.^ wherein s;iid outer handle 
connects to said lower body component. 

15 28. (Currently Amended) The dcpihomcter ofclaim .19 2-5 wherein said inner handle 

connects to siiid main body component. 

29. (Currently Amended) The depthometer oF claim 21. 25 wherein said outer handle 
comprises: 

20 at least one shaft connected to said lower body component; and 

a transverse portion connected to said at least one shall. 

"^O. (Original) The depthometer ot claim 29 wherein said means for creating a spring- 
like Ibrcc comprises a spring inserted over said shaH ol*said outei* handle. 

25 
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